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Jesse White's Legislation To Improve Teen Driver Laws Moves to Governor’s Desk
lllinois House Overwhelmingly Approves Measure

Legislation proposed by Illinois Secretary of State Jesse White to improve teen driving laws
with the aim of reducing traffic crashes and fatalities involving young drivers was approved today by
the Illinois House of Representatives. The bill now moves to the governor’s office for his approval.

Senate Bill 172, sponsored in the House by State Representative John D’ Amico (D-Chicago),
will improve the Illinois Graduated Driver Licensing (GDL) Program that governs drivers up to the
age of 21. Several recent studies have shown that comprehensive GDL programs greatly reduce
traffic crashes and fatalities involving teen drivers. The legislation is based on recommendations
made by White's Teen Driver Safety Task Force, composed of legislators, traffic safety experts, law
enforcement officials, educators, judges and victim advocates.

"Traffic crashes are the leading cause of death among adolescents,” White said. "Last
summer, | formed a task force to address this very serious problem and our mission was clear: to
develop legislation that will strengthen the Illinois GDL law and reduce fatal crashes involving teen
drivers. This proposal has already gained widespread acclaim from leading national traffic safety
experts who believe our legislation will make [llinois' GDL program one of the best in the nation."

Senate Bill 172 includes the following nine provisions:

* Triples the permit phase from 3 to 9 months.

* Changes the nighttime driving restriction from 11 p.m. to 10 p.m. on weekdays and from
midnight to 11 p.m. on weekends. Also extends the nighttime restriction to include 17 year-
olds. Allows exemptions for work and school-sanctioned activities.

* Doubles the period — from 6 to 12 months — that restricts a new driver to a maximum of one
unrelated teen passenger. Allows an exemption for siblings.

* Requires student drivers to complete a minimum of 6 hours of actual, on-the-street driving
with a certified driver education instructor.

* Implements a true GDL system that requires new drivers to earn their way from one stage to
the next.

* Requires drivers under age 18 who are ticketed for traffic violations to appear before a judge

with a parent or guardian to receive court supervision. Requires the attendance of traffic
school as a requisite for court supervision for drivers under age 21.

* Allows for ticketing passengers age 15 to 20 that violate the passenger restriction law.

* Establishes a stricter law in which the driver’s licenses of those under age 21 would be
suspended for each additional conviction following a driver’s initial suspension for two
moving violations in a 24-month period.

* Establishes tough, new penalties that include license revocation and vehicle impoundment for
drivers involved in street racing.
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Jesse White May 23, 2007

Secretary of State

The Honorable Rod R. Blagojevich
Governor of the State of Illinois
207 Capitol Building

Springfield, I[llinois 62706

Dear Governor Blagojevich:

I am writing to respectfully ask that you sign into law Senate Bill 172, a measure that will
establish in Illinois one of the most comprehensive graduated driver licensing (GDL) programs in
the nation.

As you know, both the Illinois House and Senate overwhelmingly approved this
meaningful legislation. Recent studies show states with the most comprehensive GDL programs
drastically reduce teen fatal crashes. In short, this bill, if enacted into law, will save lives.

Sadly, traffic crashes are the leading cause of death for adolescents. In Illinois in 2005,
260 people died in automobile crashes involving a teen driver. Nationally, nearly 1,000 16-year-
olds are killed in automobile crashes each year.

Last summer I formed the Teen Driver Safety Task Force to address these sobering
statistics and to improve Illinois” current GDL program in a manner that enhances the safety of
young, novice drivers. The goal was simple: develop legislation that saves lives.

The recommendations of the Task Force served as a blueprint for Senate Bill 172,
sponsored by State Senator John Cullerton and State Representative John D’ Amico. This
legislation has received widespread acclaim from both national and state traffic safety experts. In
addition, newspapers throughout the state have issued editorials in support of Senate Bill 172.

I have attached a brief outline of the nine provisions that make up Senate Bill 172.
Working together, we can save lives and help ensure that our young people are given the chance
to fulfill their life’s aspirations.

Thank you for your consideration of this important matter.

Sincerely, .

WAz

JESSE WHITE
Secretary of State

James R. Thompson Center
213 State Capitol 100 W. Randolph, Suite 5-400
Springfield, lllinois 62756 Chicago, Illinois 60601
(217) 782-2201 (312)814-2576



Nine Provisions Contained Within Senate Bill 172

Triple the Instruction Permit Phase from 3 to 9 months);

Change the nighttime driving restriction from 11 p.m. to 10 p.m. Monday-
Thursday and from midnight to 11 p.m. on Saturday and Sunday (contains
exemptions for work and school-sanctioned activities);

Double the period -- from 6 months to 12 months — that a new driver may
have a maximum of one unrelated teen passenger (exempts siblings);
Ticket drivers AND passengers age 15-20 who violate the passenger
restriction law;

Require students to obtain a minimum of 6 hours of actual, on-the-street
driver training with a certified driver education instructor (effective July 1,
2008, this provision prohibits the use of driving simulators and driving
ranges as substitutes for these 6 core hours);

Implement a true GDL system that requires new drivers to earn their way
from one stage to the next (upon issuance of an Instruction Permit, the
driver must remain conviction-free for 9 months before become eligible
for a driver’s license. The teen driver would then have to drive conviction
free for 6 months in addition to reaching age 18 before moving from the
initial licensing phase to the full licensing phase);

Establish a stricter law in which the driver’s license for those under age 21
would be suspended for each additional conviction following a driver’s
initial suspension for 2 moving violations within a 24-month period,;
Mandate drivers under the age of 18 to appear in court with a parent or
guardian and attend a traffic safety program as requirements to receive
court supervision;

Establish new penalties including license revocation and vehicle
impoundment for street racing.



Organizations Supporting Secretarv White’s Teen Driver Safety Legislation

The following organizations have issued their support for Secretary of State Jesse
White’s teen driver safety legislation (Senate Bill 172) that will give Illinois one of the
most comprehensive graduated driver licensing programs in the nation.
National Transportation Safety Board (NTSB)

National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA)
National Safety Counsel

Advocates for Highway and Auto Safety (Washington D.C.)
Insurance Institute for Highway Safety

Mothers Against Drunk Driving (MADD)

Alliance Against Intoxicated Motorists (AAIM)

[llinois Traffic Safety Leaders

[llinois Association of Chiefs of Police

[llinois Sheriffs’ Association

[llinois State Police

Illinois Parent Teacher Association (PTA)

AAA-Chicago

Allstate Insurance Company

State Farm Insurance Company

Professional Independent Insurance Agents of Illinois
[llinois Federation of Teachers

[llinois High School & College Education Association
[llinois Department of Transportation

Illinois State Board of Education
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PARENT-TEEN DRIVING CONTRACT

As a condition of obtaining my driver's license, and as witnessed by my parent(s) or legal guardian(s), | hereby agree to the

following rules. Failure to abide by any of these rules may result in the loss of my driving privileges for a period of time to be

determined by my parent(s) or legal guardian{s):

¢ | will obey all traffic laws and drive with caution and patience, observing the rules of the road as | have been taught. These
laws include but are not limited to speeding and improper passing of a school bus.

¢ | will safely move over to the side of the road when encountering an oncoming emergency vehicle.

¢ | will always wear my seat beit while driving, as required by law. | will also make sure my passengers wear their seat belts as well.

® For the first six months | have my license, | understand that the law allows me to have only one additional passenger in my
vehicle under age 20 unless the passenger is a sibling.

® Unless my parents say otherwise, my parents and | are the only people allowed to drive my vehicle. There are absolutely no
exceptions to this rule,

¢ | will never drive while under the influence of alcohol or drugs, and | will never accept a ride from anyone who is under the
influence of alcohol or drugs.

* | will not make or receive cell phone calls or text messages while driving.

* | will observe the driving curfew, which is 11 p.m., Sunday through Thursday, and midnight on Friday and Saturday. | am
responsible for calculating the time it will take me to drive home and plan my evening accordingly.

* | will not be a distracted driver. | will not play music at an excessive level, change dials on the radio or CD player, or eat food
and drink beverages while | am driving my vehicle.

* | will always be a courteous driver. | will not become impatient or angry and will not fall victim to road rage.

* | will not throw anything out of my vehicle, as this is both illegal and dangerous to other drivers.

¢ | will take every possible step to make sure my vehicle is in good operating condition. These steps include but are not limited
to checking the tires, brakes, mirrors and headlights before operating the vehicle. It also includes ensuring that the front and
rear license plates are properly displayed and that the vehicle registration renewal sticker is properly adhered to the rear
license plate.

¢ If stopped by a law enforcement officer | will conduct myself in a respectful manner. | will present to the officer my driver's
license and insurance card. | will keep my hands on the steering wheel and remain in the vehicle unless otherwise directed by
the officer.

¢ [f | am stopped by law enforcement or issued a traffic ticket | will notify my parent(s) or guardian(s) immediately.

¢ [f | violate any of the rules in this contract, | understand and accept that my parent(s) have the authority to take away the car
keys for a period of time to be determined by them. (For example: One week for the first rule violation, two weeks for the
second rule violation, etc).

* | understand that my parent(s) have the legal authority to take away my driving privileges up until the time | turn age 18 by
contacting the Secretary of State's office.

Driver Signature Date

Parent/Legal Guardian Signature Parent/Legal Guardian Signature

Important Note: This contract is not a requirement for a teen to obtain a driver's license. It is not an official
document of the Office of the Secretary of State and it is not a legal document accepted or used by the office.
Rather, the contract is a recommendation from the 2006-2007 lllinois Teen Driver Safety Task Force as a way to
encourage safe and responsible driving. It is an issue solely between the parent(s) and teen driver.
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